?04          EDUCATION WITH A TRADITION
so that we have now a sturdy little English maiden, now
a bright-eyed Japanese. All know well that they may
claim the Saint's interest and affection, for did she not
dream of sending her daughters over all the world ?
Much more might have been said in this book to show
how truly the dream of Madeleine Sophie Barat has been
realised to-day.   For instance, a study in well-knit organis-
ation might be made in connection with the Society's
Schools in Australia and New Zealand, together with its
University College in Sydney.   Thought-provoking com-
parisons might be drawn between the literary and social
activities of the old pupils of these schools and of those
in England to-day.    Or again, in Cairo and Heliopolis one
could see how girls are brought up to face Oriental seclusion
and leisure.   Arabic, French, and English literature, history
of art, and every form of manual work appeal to the Egyp-
tians, while the lure of astronomy and philosophy has
fascinated them since the dawning years of history* Another
subject for investigation would be the work in the Belgian
Congo, where nuns teach the elements of civilisation to
native pupils or gather together the children of European
colonists.   Lastly, and at the other end of the scale, one
might survey the higher studies undertaken by members
of the Society or by their pupils in the universities of
many lands, did one not realise that the realm of specialis-
ation hardly allows of general treatment.    The educational
tradition of the Society has been considered in its secondary
schools, where it prepares the students for the higher paths
of learning.   It is, as has been said again and again, an
essentially humanistic, tradition, closely in touch with the
realities of life and giving to the mind a certain co-ordina-
tion and oneness, a background and outlook, fostering
judgment and taste.   This education, which imprints a